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E.O: N/A 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: ELF PRESS CONFERENCE IN BEIRUT 
REE: BEIRUT 13669 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . AT NOV 27 PRESS CONFERENCE AT BEIRUT ERITREAN 
LIBERATION FRONT (ELF) SECGEN OTHMAN BEN SALEH 
CALLED FOR US ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST ETHIOPIA "IN THE 
INTEREST OF PRESERVING PEACE IN THE RED SEA." SALEH 
ALSO CLAIMED LIBYA BOUGHT AND DELIVERED ARMS WORTH 
$2 MILLION TO ELF DURING THE PAST MONTH. 

2. DECLARING THAT ELF CONTROLS ERITREAN COUNTRYSIDE AND 
IS CAPABLE OF "WAGING WAR OF HARASSMENT" AGAINST ETHOPIA 
IN ALL MAJOR ERITREAN TOWNS, SALEH BUTRESSED HIS APPEAL FOR' 
ARMS EMBARGO BY ACCUSING ETHIOPIAN JUNTA OF PLANNING MAJOR 
OFFENSIVE AGAINST ELF REBELS. ELF FORCES HAVE PUSHED THEIR 
FRONTLINES TO WITHIN FOUR MILES OF SAMARA, SALEH SAID, 

AND RECENT OVERTHROW OF GEN. AMAN ADNOM "PUTS THE 
JUNTA ON A COLLISION COURSE WITH THE ELF." 

3. ACCORDING TO SALEH THE DEMISE OF ADNOM MARKED THE 
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OF ETHIOPIAN AUTHORITIES VIS-A-VIS THE ELF. NOTING 
THERE ONLY EIGHT OEFICERS OE ERITREAN ORIGIN ON 
150-MAN ETHIOPIAN MILITARY COUNCIL, HE ADDED "THOSE 
EIGHT DO NOT REALLY REPRESENT ERITREANS. THEY WERE 
RAISED AND EDUCATED IN ETHIOPIA." 
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